What to do if you are assaulted:

1. Assure that you and other officials are safe.  Your safety is ALWAYS the most important thing.

2. Request that a representative of the rink contact the local police department.

3. At the earliest opportunity, consult with your partner about the circumstances surrounding the incident.

4. Make sure to verify all pertinent details about the incident (especially the name of the attacker).

5. Do not restart the game until you are confident that the situation has been resolved and you and your partner are safe.

 What to do if the rink will not take action:

1. Dial 9-1-1 yourself and report the incident to the police

2. If the rink representative or the police will not take any action, you can contact the local district attorney’s office on the next business day and file a complaint.
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Most importantly, dial 9-1-1
Individual counties’ District Attorney’s Office contact information can be found at: 

http://www.wvpai.org/Counties.htm
Important information:

Name of the assaulted official: ________________

__________________________________________

Name of the perpetrator: ____________________

__________________________________________

Description of the perpetrator (Height, weight, 

age, race, clothing, etc.) :  _____________________

Location of the assault: ​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________

Time of the assault: _______________ ( am | pm )

Brief Description of events: __________________


__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Names of Witnesses: ________________________


__________________________________________
Assault on Official
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West Virginia is one of a select few states that delineates assault on a sports official as above and beyond normal assault.

Assault and/or battery on a sports official is ALWAYS illegal and should be reported to the proper authorities.

The crime of Assault or Battery on a sports official in West Virginia misdemeanor: up to thirty days in jail and up to $100 fine.  These are in addition to the statutory penalties for assault or battery.
Statutory language downloaded from westlaw.com on 10/23/2009.

THE LAW
ASSAULT is defined as an unlawful attempt to commit a violent injury to the person of another or unlawful commission of an act which places another in reasonable apprehension of immediately receiving a violent injury.  A person convicted of assault in West Virginia is subject to not more than six months in jail, or fined not more than one hundred dollars, or both.  W.Va. Code § 61-2-9(b).

BATTERY is defined as an unlawful and intentional physical conduct of an insulting or provoking nature with the person of another or unlawful and intentional physical harm to another person.  , A person convicted of assault in West Virginia is subject to not more than six months in jail, or fined not more than one hundred dollars, or both.  W.Va. Code § 61-2-9(c)

THE LAW
(continued)
W.Va. Code § 61-2-15a. Assault, battery on athletic officials; penalties
(a) If any person commits an assault . . .  the person of an athletic official during the time the official is acting as an athletic official, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and imprisoned in the county jail not less than twenty-four hours nor more than thirty days.

(b) If any person commits a battery . . . against an athletic official during the time the official is acting as an athletic official, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, and imprisoned in the county jail not less than twenty-four hours nor more than thirty days.

(c) For the purpose of this section, “athletic official” means a person at a sports event who enforces the rules of that event, such as an umpire or referee, or a person who supervises the participants, such as a coach.

Things to remember in an assault situation:

a. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN ANY SITUATION IS YOUR SAFETY AS AN OFFICIAL
b. Always report any assault or attempted assault on an official to the local police.
c. Remember that you will have to speak intelligently about the incident to the responding officers.  They will want to know the following information:

· If possible, the name of the attacker.

· A description of the attacker, including: 
· Height

· Weight

· Approximate age

· Race

· Hair Color

· Clothing

· Any distinctive markings (scars, tattoos, etc.)

· Any other information that could be helpful in identification.

· Attempt to remove emotion from your description of events.  Try to be as objective as possible.

